
early production of Vickers guns for ground use. A sub
sequent development was the design of a modified form of 
the heavy Browning for aircraft use as a synchronized gun. 

Production of all the types mentioned was pressed and the 
advantages of preparedness illustrated. The placing of the 
order for 4,000 Vickers in 1916 enabled 12 of our early 
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Diagram 27.—Thousands of American machine guns produced to the end of each 
month. 

divisions to receive that weapon as their heavy machine gun. 
The thorough trial given in May, much earlier than would 
have been possible except for previous plans, made possible a 
selection of suitable types for every purpose and the comple
tion o f the first light Brownings in February, 1918, and the 
first heavy Brownings in April of the same year. 

The remarkable rise in the rate o f production is shown by 


